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distinctly to tell us that God can think nothing but
himself. To suppose him to think anything lower
than himself is to degrade him, and to suppose him
to think anything other than himself is to make him
dependent. But if God be thus " of purer eyes than
to behold " not only * iniquity,' but even contingency
and finitude, and if his whole activity is pure contem-
plation, how can He have anything to do with the
changing finite world ? Zeller, the historian of Greek
philosophy, maintains that Aristotle has no real answer
to this question, that his God, as a purely contemplative
Being, is necessarily shut up within himself, so that
he can neither act upon the universe nor even take
cognisance of it. Zeller further supports this vfew by
pointing out that, though Aristotle speaks of God as
the first mover, the original cause of all existence, yet
when he tries to explain the manner of this movement
he is able only to say that God KMI o>? ep&pevov,
moves the world by being the object after which the
whole creation strives, and not as if it were in any way
determined by his action. In other words, it is not
that God loves the world, but that the world loves and
longs for God. He is the ideal to which all other
things are more or less remote approximations; He is
the end to which they move; but we are not to
conceive of him as acting on or in them.

Now it must be admitted that Aristotle gives con-
siderable grounds for such   a view of  his   doctrine.